
Open Letter to City Edge Church

Sunday, May 13, 2018


Last night we got together with our deacons and ministry leaders: Ian & 
Mel, John & Jenna, Mike & Sarah, Teash & Harley, Michael and Merrily, 
to let them know about the special announcement we are making this 
morning regarding some changes about to take place at City Edge 
Church.


As many of you know, Rhonda and I had the great privilege of having an 
extended break during December 2017 and part of January 2018. This 
break had been in the planning for around a year and half when I first 
heard that Ridley College were hosting a Study Tour to Israel. I was able 
to do this as credit toward my Bachelor of Theology and we were able 
to take along our spouses. This meant that Rhonda and I could have 
some time of rest and relaxation as well as visiting the Holy Land for the 
first time.


The trip happened to coincide with 10 years of ministry at City Edge, 
since founding the church along with a handful of close friends back in 
February 2008. Both Rhonda and I felt that it would be good to take 
a ‘long service leave’ of sorts and recharge for the year ahead. We also 
wanted to seek God’s guidance as to whether he wanted us to continue 
leading the church into the future.


When we left in early December, I felt very encouraged and envisioned 
for the year ahead, looking to further develop our core team of deacons 
and ministry leaders with the aim of appointing some more elders 
during 2018. 


However, on the last week of the trip as we were discussing our future, I 
felt God’s presence lift off of me for the leadership of City Edge Church. 


It's a hard feeling to describe, as since the day we began and up until 
that moment, I have always put my whole heart and soul into caring for 
the church and couldn’t see myself doing anything else. I would often 
say to the church that I felt we would be leading City Edge until God 
said otherwise. 


Well, that first week in January, God said otherwise. 


To describe the feeling further, I could only reference how the Israelites 
must have felt when God’s cloud of glory lifted from the Tabernacle and 
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moved on, signalling that they themselves were also to ‘break camp’ 
and move on with him. This is what Rhonda and I both now feel for 
ourselves.


At this stage we believe that God is calling us to first and foremost, 
hand over the church as well as we possibly can. 


Now, what does that mean for City Edge?


Well, given our involvement with New Covenant Ministries International, 
we reached out to Matt & Elodie Doty, who are on the NCMI team, just 
before the AusEquip in February this year. We felt to do this as we 
wanted Matt to speak with all the church leaders around Australia to 
see if they, or anyone in their churches was feeling God calling them to 
take up the leadership of the church. 


We fully expected the process to take at least a year, as these things 
do take time. 


Around the same time we felt to also let our two senior deacon couples, 
Ian & Mel and John & Jenna, know about what we were planning.


After sharing what we were feeling and their initial shock, Rhonda 
cheekily said to Ian that maybe they could take up the leadership of the 
church, to which Ian quickly responded with “never.” Interestingly, 
Rhonda quickly shot back with a “never say never” comment and we 
left it there, thinking nothing further of it and believing that a leadership 
transition would come from outside the church.


The following Sunday morning at church around the coffee machine, 
Rhonda and I were getting our coffees and Ian leant across to us and 
said: “I have been thinking about that saying, 'never say never.’” This 
then began a process of many behind the scenes meetings and 
discussions about what they were feeling regarding leading City Edge 
and how that might be best worked out.


Today, we are excited to announce that Ian and Mel Gould will be 
leading City Edge Church into its next season. 


We are excited because they have been some of our closest friends and 
ministry partners both here and at our previous church, Life To The 
Nations. They have our hearts and yours also. We believe that they are 
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the right people at the right time and in the right place to care for the 
church going forward.


So, how will all of this work out?


During this time I felt God give me a clear picture that handing over 
the leadership of the church was like us running the first 200 metres in a 
4 x 200 relay race. Rhonda and I have run the first 200 metres, and we 
are now about to pass the baton over to Ian and Mel as they run their 
leg of the race, for however long God would call them.


Transitions are tricky at the best of times and changing leadership in 
church life can be one of the trickiest. So, we plan to have Ian ordained 
as an elder, and at the same time do a handover of the leadership. 


We have asked Matt and Elodie to come and do that in two weeks time 
on Sunday May 27. It will be a great time of celebration as they are 
ordained. We have invited some of their friends including with Roy & 
Kayleen Hullah. As some of you know, Roy was Ian & Mel’s pastor over 
20 years ago and he and his wife Kayleen have continued to play a vital 
role in their lives and ministry since that time.


After the ordination and keeping with the ‘baton’ metaphor, Rhonda and 
I will be staying for a period of time to ensure a smooth transition of 
leadership. It will give us time to work through all the behind the scenes 
administration with them and their leadership team.


From the time we felt the call to begin City Edge, our hearts have been 
for God and for each of you, his people. There have been some 
wonderful times and some very challenging times, but God uses all 
experiences to shape and fashion us for the future. We have felt this 
take place and we look forward to our next season in God, with 
great excitement, as we wait to see what he would have us get involved 
in.


At this stage we believe God is calling Rhonda and I to relocate to 
Queensland. We are not sure of the exact timing, where exactly that will 
be, and how it will all work out, but we believe we could be up there by 
late this year, early next year. 


With all that said, God loves us and he provides people to care for his 
church. You are in excellent hands with Ian & Mel and their leadership 
team. We feel confident that the best is yet to come for each of you and 

�3



we pray that together we may all experience what God has in store for 
City Edge Church in the years to come.


I would like to thank everyone who has passed through the doors of our 
fellowship over the past ten years and faithfully supported this church, 
including my mum, Rhonda’s mum and sister, and especially, I would 
like to thank my beautiful wife and gorgeous daughter. Your support has 
been incredible and something I’m truly thankful for.


God bless you all. 


You will always be in our hearts,

With much love,

Tony & Rhonda.
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